DOCUMENT 



RESUME 



EC 002 462 



ED 030 991 40 

By-Browr\ Louis F.; Andrews, James B. 

A Summer School Outdoor Educational Program for Culturally Disadvantaged Educable Mentally Retarded 
Children. Status Report. 

Iowa Umv., Iowa City. 

Spons Agecvcy- Office of Education (0HEW), Washington D.C. 

Bureau No- BR -6-8646 
Pub Date 1681 

Grant - OEG -3-6 -068646- 1 750 
Note-48p. 

EDRS Price MF-S0.25 HC-S2.50 

Descriptors -Camping^ * Disadvantaged Youtl\ Educable Mentally Handicapped, * Exceptional Child Research, 
Homemaking Skills, # Mentally Handicapped, Outdoor Education, Personal Adjustment, Physical Education, 
♦ Recreational Programs, Science Instruction Self Concept, Sociometric Techniques, ♦ Student Evaluation 
Summer Programs, Tests 

Fourteen culturally deprived educable mentally handicapped children (ages 126 
to 168 months, IQ’s 52 to 86) participated in a 7-week project to determine the 
effectiveness of correlating classroom instruction with camping and outdoor 
educational activities. The subjects were first tested for current knowledge and 
attitudes about science, recreational camping, and themselves; they also received 
instruction in in homemaking, science, and camping. Then the subjects practiced on 
campsite what they had learned in the classroom. Finally they were evaluated by the 
same instruments as earlier and were given opportunity to react to the camping 
experience. It was concluded that the activities offered will not replace those of 
physical education programs and that the experiences gained and the subjects’ ease 
in verbalizing seemed to enhance their self concept and family status. A significant 
change in the positive direction was noted in the subjects’ concept of the magnitude 
of their problems in reading, health, and personal adjustment; their knowledge of 
natural science also showed a significant gam. No significant changes occurred in 
group status, although there was some shifting of children in the middle of the 
sociogrametric region. Recreational activity preferences were altered, although not 
significantly in favor of those offered. (JD) 
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Principal Investigators: 
Louis F. Brown, Ph. D. 
James B. Andrews, M.S. 
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Time Schedule 

The project wes divided into three phases. Table I depicts the 
time schedule for the project and indicates the phase, the major place 
where the activities occurred and the inclusive dates. 



Phase I 

** 

Phase I was conducted in a classroom of the Pine School Section, 
University Hospital School, University of Iowa. The dimensions of 
this classroom were 35* x 23', yielding 800 square feet of usable 
floor space. It is equipped with hot and cold running water, sink, and 
drinking fountain. The desk furniture is movable. A wide variety of 
teaching materials and audiovisual aids are available. All pretesting 
and posttesting was conducted in this setting. 

The main objective of Phase I was to evaluate, to orient, and 
to familiarize the children with the anticipated activities of the project. 
Instruction was given in science, recreation, camping, and home- 
making as it related to camping.. 

Science. Prior to initial science exposure, the science teachers 
devised a test to determine the extent of the students* knowledge con- 
cerning thirty-six natural science concepts. It was felt that such a test 
would give an accurate indication of the child’s overall progress in 
science during the summer program (See Appendix A). 

The test was in the form of thirteen pictures pertaining to natural 
science and included several botanical specimens for identification. It 
was administered to each child individually and responses were tape 
recorded for assessment at a later date. The test was scored as follows 

1 ( ^ voluntary, correct complete concept was assigned a score 

of two points. 

2. A prompted, incomplete response was assigned a score of 

one point. 

3. An incorrect response was assigned a score of zero. 
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PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT 



Problem 



Commonly, educable mentally retarded children come from the 
lower socioeconomic segment of our society. There is evidence that 
the homes at this level offer little cultural stimulation. For one reason 
or another, the environmental setting of these children causes them to 
be deprived of a wide variety of real life experiences which are essential 
for normal educational, social, and emotional growth of children. It 
appears that the educator has some responsibility for providing such 
children some aspects of cultural stimulation as well as the interpre- 
tation of these experiences since. this limited experiential background 
interferes with their learning in school. • 

Teachers have designed experience units to help children develop 
an understanding of themselves, of others and of the physical world 
about them to offset the aforementioned deficits. However, this stimulation 
appears confined to the school hours during the regular school year since 
school activities are not usually complemented by activities outside the 
school environment. Educators are becoming increasingly convinced that 
if these children are to be afforded optimum opportunities to develop what- 
ever abilities they possess, educational planning must go beyond the 
confines of the classroom. 

The main purpose of the project being considered herein is to 
demonstrate that more effective and efficient learning of classroom 
lessons occurs when such instruction is correlated with appropriate, 
practical field activities. 

Objectives 



The two main objectives of this project were as follows: 

(1) To provide culturally disadvantaged educable mentally 
retarded children outdoor educational and recreational camping 
activities which would compensate for the lack of opportunity 
and experience in this segment of their lives; and 
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(2) to determine the effectiveness of correlating classroom 
instruction with practical use of the skills and knowledge gained 
in the classroom as it pertained to the types of outdoor educational 
and recreational camping activities in which the class participated. 
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Time Schedule 

The project was divided into three phases. Table I depicts the 
schedule for the project and indicates the phase, the major place 
where the activities occurred and the inclusive dates. 

Phase I 

% 

Phase I was conducted in a classroom of the Pine School Section, 
University Hospital School, University of Iowa. The dimensions of 
this classroom were 35' x 23', yielding 800 square feet of usable 
floor space. It is equipped with hot and cold running water, sink, and 
drinking fountain. The desk furniture is movable. A wide variety of . 
teaching materials and audiovisual aids are available. All pretesting 
and posttesting was conducted in this setting. 

The main objective of Phase I was to evaluate, to orient, and 
to familiarize the children with the anticipated activities of the project. 
Instruction was given in science, recreation, camping, and home- 
making as it related to camping.. 

Science. Prior to initial science exposure, the science teachers 
devised a test to determine the extent of the students* knowledge con- 
cerning thirty- six natural science concepts. It was felt that such a test 
would give an accurate indication of the child*s overall progress in 
science during the summer program (See Appendix A). 

The test was in the form of thirteen pictures pertaining to natural 
science and included several botanical specimens for identification. It 
was administered to each child individually and responses were tape 
recorded for assessment at a later date. The test was scored as follows: 

j ( ^ voluntary, correct complete concept was assigned a score 

of two points. 

2. A prompted, incomplete response was assigned a score of 

one point. 

3. An incorrect response was assigned a score of zero. 
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TABLE I 



Time Schedule 



Place 

Classroom 

Campsite'*’ 

Classroom 



Dates 



6/13/66-7/1/66 

7/5/66-7/16/66 

7/18/66-7/29/66 



No. of Days 



15 



10 

10 



Total number of days 



35 



* The children were transported from the Pine School to the campsite 
daily. The total time at the campsite was approximately six hours per 
day extending from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. throughout the ten-day 
period. In addition, two overnight camping experiences occurred. The 
first took place July 11, 1966 and the second on July 15, 1966. . 
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Class instruction was offered in the following areas after the 
completion of testing: 

1. Familiarization with tree identification through leaf and 
floral structure. 

2. Animal classification. 

a. morphology 

b. ecology 

Classroom instruction was supplemented by field trips on and near the 
University Hospital School grounds for the purpose <?f observation and 
identification of the various local trees and flora. 

Simple animal taxonomy was also studied. The main emphasis 
was on birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and insects. This 
classroom instruction was supplemented by two trips to the University 
of Iowa museum of natural science at Macbride Hall. In that situation, 
the children observed and discussed indigenous animals. 

Recreational Camping. The two main objectives of the camping 
instruction were as follows: 

1. To broaden the class' knowledge of and experience in 
camping. 

2. To introduce camping concepts and outdoor living in such a 
manner as to provide the participants with the motivation to 
repeat these activities voluntarily in the future. 

During this three-week period these children were introduced 
to and instructed in the various skills they would need in order to 
experience some modicum of success in Phase II at camp. Most of 
the instruction was conducted on the playground of the University 
Hospital School although much of it occurred within the classroom. 
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The class received instruction in the following activities: 

1. How to pitch and take down a tent properly. 

2. Knot tying. 

3. Fire construction. 

% 

4. Axemanship. 

5. Waterproofing matches. 

6. Proper use, care, and safety involved in using camp stoves 
and lanterns. 

Homemaking. One hour each day was devoted during Phase I to 
homemaking as it related to camping. The instruction, demonstration, 
and class participation in homemaking proved to be invaluable prepara- 
tion for camping. 

The following aspects of homemaking for camping were covered: 

1. Appropriate dress. 

2. How to make rain ponchos by use of cellophane material. 

3. Planning menus for camp cooking. 

4. The basic four foods to be used at camp and methods of food 
preservation. 

5. How to ’’live off the land. " 

6. Food preparation, the importance of cleanup activities 
and disposal of waste. 

7. Introduction to and preparation of freeze dry and dehydrated 
foods. 



8. Use of camp equipment. 



